Professor "Walley exhibited the deformed foetus of a cow (ectopia). The case, he said, occurred in the practice of Mr Pollock of Coatbridge. When called upon to examine the cow, he found four legs and the head of a foetus presenting, and immediately arrived at the conclusion that he had to deal with twins; but after vain efforts to force back one pair of legs into the uterus, and by careful manipulation, he discovered that the whole of the legs belonged to one foetus, and decided upon delivering by traction, which he accomplished after two hours' hard work, a portion of the lower jaw of the foetus being torn away in the efforts made to remove it from the uterus. After removal, Mr Pollock at once saw the character of the malformation with which he had been contending, and kindly forwarded the foetus to me, with the express wish that I would examine it, and give him my opinion upon the nature of the deformity.
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The foetus was alive when Mr Pollock first examined it.
Dissection revealed a healthy, mature male foetus, the limbs and head being quite natural; the vertebral column formed a sigmoid flexure, being perfectly twisted upon itself, and the whole of the viscera and vessels of supply (thoracic and abdominal) were situated outside the body, but well developed, with the exception of the urethra and anus being imperforate, and the meconium collected en masse in the colon. The thoracic surface of the ribs, which were straight, was exposed, and the foetus could be doubled backwards upon itself; this, in fact, having taken place in utero, and thus accounting for the position in which Mr Pollock found it.
The edges of the skin in the central line of the abdomen, through the whole extent of the fissure, were rounded, smooth, and firm; thus showing that no section had been made through it, either during or after delivery. The width from stifle to stifle, and which presented the great obstruction to the extraction of the foetus, was 18 inches.
The most interesting question in connection with the subject is, How, at what period of utero-gestation, did the twist take place ? That it must have been in existence for. a considerable length of time, is proved by the rigidity of the vertebral column and the rounded edges of the fissured skin.
